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Andrew Patner: We are going to talk this morning about George
Anastaplo, a Chicagoan who is a frequent guest on this program.
Professor Anastaplo was the subject of a panel discussion at the
American Political Science Association convention now going on in
Chicago. This panel anticipates the half-dozen articles about his
scholarship which are to be published in the Political Science
Reviewer in 1997. All the members of that panel are here this
morning. Since we are going to be talking about the work of George
Anastaplo, someone I have known all my life, I will make a few
comments about his career. Those of you who have heard him talk
with me on WBEZ know that he is currently Professor of Law at
Loyola University of Chicago. He has had a distinguished career,
chiefly as a student of political philosophy. He graduated from the
University of Chicago Law School in 1951. He ran afoul of that
temper of the time which would later be known as McCarthyism.

George Anastaplo was asked by members of the Committee on
Character and Fitness of the Illinois Bar whether a member of the
Communist Party could take the oath of an attorney in the State of
Illinois. He said he didn't see why not. That led to a series of other
questions, which were accompanied by warnings against a young
man following the path he was on. The questioners were obviously
looking for a rote answer to a routine question. Eventually he was
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asked the question of that time, "Are you a member of the Commu-
nist Party?" He said that he ought not have to answer that question,
in fact that these gentlemen, distinguished members of the Illinois
Bar, ought not be asking that question. Those who knew him then
and have known him in the years since know that this was a situation
rich with irony. Of course, Mr. Anastaplo has never been a member
of the Communist Party, probably never a member of any party. He
was not even a liberal, in the terminology of those times, but
someone coming very much out of a conservative tradition in
American politics and philosophy. But he felt it the right thing to do
to stand up against this type of questioning.

The case went on for eleven years and was finally argued before
the United States Supreme Court by George Anastaplo himself in
December, 1960. He lost by a five-to-four vote of the Court in April,
1961, but perhaps the larger case was won by him. [See 366 U.S. 82
(1961).] Particularly noteworthy was a dissenting opinion by Hugo
Black, one of his best-known opinions-in fact, an opinion . that
Justice Black asked be read from at his funeral service in 1971.
Justice Black concluded that opinion by saying that, although the
Anastaplo case demonstrated the risks of living as a free man, we
must not be afraid to be free. Justice Brennan, the most distin-
guished retired Justice of the Supreme Court today, has said that the
Black opinion immortalized George Anastaplo.

After years spent working on his case and supporting his family
in various ways, even driving a taxi cab for awhile, George Anastaplo
completed a doctorate in 1964 with the Committee on Social
Thought at the University of Chicago where he had, as a graduate
student, begun teaching in an adult education program. Eventually,
through the good offices of Sister Candid 'a Lund, president of
Rosary College, he joined her political science faculty. After that,
through the good offices of William Braithwaite, Charles Murdock,
and others, he joined the faculty of the Loyola University School of
Law in 1981.

George Anastaplo has published hundreds of articles and a half-
dozen books. He has been teaching for forty-plus years now. He has
a full schedule in the Loyola School of Law and continues to lead
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adult education seminars at the University of Chicago. He always
seems to have time to talk to anybody on the telephone or who may
be passing through, and to host people for dinner. (One day we must
have him in to talk about time management, a topic that is now much
in the news for business men and others.) He has been assisted in all
of these activities by his staunch wife, Sara Prince Anastaplo. We
have heard her poetry over the years on this and other programs.

I am joined here by several colleagues of George Anastaplo: a
classmate of his from his college and graduate student days at the
University of Chicago and four former students of his. These five
men made up the panel yesterday on the scholarship of George
Anastaplo sponsored by the Claremont Institute at the current
APSA meeting. Larry Arnhart chaired that panel. He is Professor of
Political Science at Northern Illinois University in DeKalb. John A.
Murley is Professor of Political Science and Criminal Justice at the
Rochester Institute of Technology in Rochester, New York; Stephen
Vanderslice is Professor of Philosophy and English at Louisiana
State University at Alexandria; Christopher Colmo is Professor of
Political Science at Rosary College in River Forest, Illinois; and
Laurence Berns, whose association with George Anastaplo goes
back the furthest, is a Tutor at St. John's College in Annapolis,
Maryland. All of these men have contributed, as have I, to an
extraordinary two-volume Anastaplo festschrift published in 1992
by the Ohio University Press, Law and Philosophy: The Practice of
Theory, edited by John A. Murley, Robert L. Stone, and William T.
Braithwaite.

Let's start with Larry Arnhart, who organized the APSA Con-
vention panel. Perhaps you can give us some idea of the position
George Anastaplo occupies within the world of political science and
political philosophy. What have his major areas of interest been?

Larry Arnhart: He obviously occupies a rather unconventional
position. He is a man who has taught political science but without a
political science degree. As you indicated he has a Ph.D. in Social )
Thought from the University of Chicago. But through his associa-
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tions, particularly with students of Leo Strauss, he has had a great
deal of influence among teachers of political philosophy, philosophy
of law, and so on.

His unconventional career has allowed him to pursue varied
interests that most political scientists, following a traditional career
path, would not be able to develop. This is reflected in the sort of
topics that we covered on our panel: his constitutional writings, his
thoughts about the philosophy of law, and his reflections on litera-
ture and art generally. I myself have examined his half-dozen
Encyclopedia Britannica studies of non-Western texts: Muslim,
Buddhist, Confucian, and so on. Our panel reflects the great variety
of things that he writes about.

Patner: We should give our audience some idea of not only the
breadth of Anastaplo's thoughts but also their depth. Lawrence
Berns, you studied together at the University of Chicago as students
of the late Leo Strauss. In your paper yesterday you began with a
description of "the small task" that it would be to comment on
George Anastaplo's studies in classical and political philosophy.
Could you share some of that with us?

Laurence Berns: This is how I began my remarks at the American
Political Science Association Convention:

My assignment is to discuss George Anastaplo's classical
scholarship. The assignment would seem to be fairly straight-
forward. All I have to do is look over what he has written about
Plato's Laws, Republic, Meno, Timaeus, Apology, Menexenus,
Crito, Gorgias, Symposium, etc., Aristotle, Xenephon, Homer,
Heraclitus, Sappho, Pindar, Isocrates, Aeschylus, Sophocles,
Euripides, Herodotus, Thucydides, Aristophanes, Plutarch,
Cicero, Livy, Caesar, etc., and sum it up. I will avail myself of
the usual subterfuge: Time limitations prevent...etc. etc.

Patner: Of course, the same could be said about four or five other
areas at least.
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Berns: I'd like to make one addition to what you said about his early
career and the bar admission controversy by noticing what really
ticked off his first interviewers and upset them. At a certain point
they asked him about the right to revolution. He gave them what was
a paraphrase of the Declaration of Independence, even using
considerable language of the document itself. They were upset by
that and he was upset by their being upset by that.

Patner: I think that's an important addition because it bears upon
the central issue both in his work in political philosophy and in his
battle with the bar admission authorities. We should also mention
that, although efforts have been made on his behalf by many
people-for many years led by Calvin Sawyier of the Chicago law
firm of Winston & Strawn and later by Richard James Stevens, the
brother of Justice John Paul Stevens-who found himself chairman
of the Committee on Character and Fitness-to have the case
reopened and to have Anastaplo admitted, forty-five years after this
all began in 1950, George Anastaplo is still not admitted to the
Illinois Bar. This is in part because he will not reapply. John Murley,
your examination of George Anastaplo's work has focused, in large
part, on the American wing of his studies.

John Murley: As you know, he has recently published two volumes
of commentaries on the Constitution, the first one on the Constitu-
tion of 1787, the second on the Amendments to the Constitution.

Patner: Published by the Johns Hopkins University Press.

Murley: Each of these commentaries has its origins in a college
lecture series, one at my school, the Rochester Institute of Technol-
ogy, the other at Lenoir-Rhyne College in North Carolina. The
lecture format that those commentaries originally had is preserved
in many ways in both of these books. They can be read on several
levels. They are certainly appropriate for college students and a
thoughtful general public, including as they do discussions of the
disposition and habits necessary for a self-governing people today.
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I want to say more about something that both you and Mr. Berns
have alluded to. The wide-ranging area that George Anastaplo has
taken as his purview is such that if he were in another profession he
would be considered a workaholic. He is one of the few people I have
observed who is able to work eighteen or nineteen hours a day
continuously, except for an afternoon nap. Sometimes he's working
when he appears to be at his leisure. He is capable routinely of
getting up at five o'clock in the morning and on a manual typewriter,
in a few hours, knocking out a twenty-page lecture that he's been
thinking about in one form or another for months. I can attest to that
because of what I have heard and seen him do again and again while
staying in our house in Rochester. He is an extraordinarily
hardworking individual who has maintained a high level of work that
is hardly imaginable for forty years.

Patner: And unabated now in his seventieth year.

Berns: Not just forty years, fifty years. That was one of the striking
things when we first met as beginning students at the University of
Chicago in 1947. He just normally did and does, quite naturally
without any apparent strain, the work of about three men.

Murley: I have always had the overwhelming feeling, when with
him, that I should get much more serious about my work.

Patner: We should also mention, especially in the current academic
environment when a listener hearing about such a person might
imagine unreadable tomes, jargon-laden articles, and arguments
impossible to follow, that Anastaplo has a distinctive, clear, Ameri-
can prose style. Stephen Vanderslice, you received your doctorate
from the University of Dallas, to which George Anastaplo used to fly
to offer marathon three-day seminars while he was still keeping up
his full teaching load at Rosary College and in the Basic Program of
Liberal Education for Adults at the University of Chicago. The
University of Dallas may have been unique in having a graduate
program combining politics and literature, two areas that George
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Anastaplo has long regarded as related. Perhaps you can say a bit
about this.

Stephen Vanderslice: In June 1967 Willmoore Kendall, who was
a noted Professor of Political Science at the University of Dallas, died
suddenly. Anastaplo was asked to offer a series of seminars in
political philosophy. This began his association with the University.
Anastaplo showed the same tirelessness that others of you have
referred to and indeed he seems to me to have mastered the
disciplines of both politics and literature. Thus, one of his books is
The Constitutionalist: Notes on the First Amendment and another is
The Artist as Thinker: From Shakespeare to Joyce. He's got another
one coming out soon, which some of us have seen a draft of, The
Thinker as Artist: From Homer to Plato & Aristotle. I can tell one
story about this matter of stamina and getting the job done. He
remarked, in one of our graduate school classes, that college and
university teachers had gotten a bad name in the community because
they would go in "to work" at nine and were through by one,
"bankers hours" and all that. Of course, that is just not so, since
conscientious teachers have to work long hours. He then mentioned
a lawyer, a law school classmate, who once said to him, "You teachers
have it easy while we're killing ourselves working sixty hours a week."
Anastaplo, believing that the teaching profession should protect
itself against such depreciation, silenced this lawyer by replying, "I
usually put that many hours at my desk between supper and
breakfast each week." Anastaplo not only has the stamina we have
been talking about but he also has remarkable aptitudes and a crisp
style. He's just a delightful, instructive, soul-forming, a very fine
influence I think on his law students.

Patner: George Anastaplo finished at the top of his University of
Chicago Law School class. (That was a class which included several
people who became prominent in public life, such as Abner Mikva,
Ramsey Clark, and Patsy Mink.) He has run into former classmates
over the years who have described how exhausted they are, how
overworked. The would say, "George, you look so relaxed, you've
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really had the life that I would like to have had." Of course, nobody
would have liked to go through the traumas that he lived through in
the 1950s but he was able to remake what was given him and to have
a career which, you as teachers know, can provide a great deal of
satisfaction.

Murley: I would like to make a remark about the last point you
made. Someone once said, "George Anastaplo never let that case
and that episode define him."

Patner: Thatwas the late U.S. Magistrate Judge Bernard Weisberg.
He, with three other colleagues from the American Civil Liberties
Union, filed an amicus brief in the Anastaplo case in the early 1950s.

Murley: His lifework has not been that case; it has expanded far
beyond that. Although he has always said that the case allowed him
to have the life he has had, it did place certain limits upon the career
he might have had in academia.

Patner: Christopher Colmo, he's not allowed the case to define him
in conventional political terms?

Christopher Colmo: No, not at all. I remember, upon his receiving
an award for his advocacy of civil liberties causes, how he surprised
everybody by proposing the abolition of television. George Anastaplo
doesn't seem to fall easily into either liberal or conservative catego-
ries. This may be the result of the fact that he is quite consciously
trying to bridge two traditions. We talked about his recourse to the
Declaration of Independence and the right of revolution during his
bar admission case. But I've got to say that his life seems to me have
been devoted to putting a pre-modern or classical spin on the
individualism that stands behind the right of revolution invoked in
the Declaration of Independence. Thus when his friend Harry Jaffa
wrote a book which he called Equality and Liberty, the Anastaplo
review of the book put the emphasis on liberty rather than on
equality.
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Patner: We should mention, apropos his career, that he is a veteran
of the Army Air Corps during the Second World War, for which he
flew as a navigator overseas. Most of his Committee on Character
and Fitness, who were older men, were not veterans at all. We are
talking about the unique career of an American original, the son of
Greek immigrants born in St. Louis and raised in the small town of
Carterville, Illinois in downstate Illinois, which may help explain his
identification with and interest in the work of Abraham Lincoln.

Murley: Both Lincoln and he were born elsewhere but considered
themselves sons of Illinois. He has referred to Abraham Lincoln as
the greatest lawyer ever to have practiced in Illinois. I think it's fair
to say that George Anastaplo has found in the Declaration of
Independence, and Abraham Lincoln's understanding of the Dec-
laration, the core of what the American Experience means. He has
looked again and again to what he has called the "natural right
teaching" of the Declaration of Independence, centering around the
famous words, "We hold these Truths to be self-evident, that all Men
are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable Rights...." He has often acknowledged learning
much from Harry V. Jaffa, a fellow student of Leo Strauss, who has
written what is perhaps the finest work in this century on American
politics, Crisis of the House Divided.

Patner: We can add to that by saying that Professor Jaffa, considered
by many the most distinguished scholar of Lincoln's thought, is
working on a sequel that is intended to complete what he began in
Crisis of the House Divided. Harry Jaffa is remembered by some for
the controversial contribution he made to Barry Goldwater's accep-
tance speech at the 1964 Republican Convention, "Extremism in
defense of liberty is no vice, and moderation in pursuit of justice is
no virtue."

Berns: I ended my APSA paper on George Anastaplo with my old
friend Harry Jaffa in the back of my mind by saying, speaking of
George Anastaplo: "The sobriety of his accounts of the political



12 THE POLITICAL SCIENCE REVIEWER

stems from his capacity to see beyond the political, from his
awareness that the inevitable partiality and relativity of any effective
political statement point to prudence and moderation as indispens-
able political virtues-even and especially in the pursuit of justice."

Patner: John Murley, you have with you a statement from Harry
Jaffa.

Murley: This is the most recent installment of a conversation
between Harry Jaffa and George Anastaplo that has been going on
for forty years about the American political tradition and wider areas.
It is entitled "A Tribute to George Anastaplo" (and is dated August
25, 1995):

With the publication of his Commentary on the Amend-
ments, Anastaplo has complemented and completed his Com-
mentary on the Constitution of 1787. This is a major event in
the history of the Constitution itself. George's commentaries,
unlike any others, belong to a tradition very different from that
of legal commentaries, as usually understood. They have more
in common with Leo Strauss's The Argument and the Action of
Plato's Laws than with any other contemporary work. As
Strauss approached the Torah of reason with the reverence of
the Torah of revelation-Anastaplo has brought a lifelong
devotion to the American Constitution to his task.

Since it will be some time before I can have assimilated this
magisterial work, I mention here only one of its features. The
chapter on the Thirteenth Amendment is preceded by one on
the Emancipation Proclamation. This is absolutely necessary,
although George is perhaps the only one who would have rec-
ognized that fact. After nearly a half a century of constant
reading of Lincoln, and about Lincoln, I can say categorically
that this chapter is the finest scholarly writing on Lincoln's
words that I know. My feeling is that George must have sat at
Lincoln's elbow as he composed the Proclamation of Septem-
ber 22, 1862, and discussed it with him, paragraph by para-
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graph. As proof of the possibility that one can understand a
great writer as he understood himself, it is the definitive
refutation of historicism.

Patner: Larry Arnhart, George Anastaplo has applied close reading
and an understanding of texts on their own terms not only to
American thought, and to Western thought generally, but also to
non-Western Texts?

Arnhart: One can hear in the comments that have been made today
a common theme that unites everything he does. That's important
because otherwise one might think that he just wanders from one
thing to another without any unity. That common theme, I think, is
natural justice. Is there available to us a standard of judgment based
upon human nature? The Declaration of Independence is important
to him because it invokes "the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God."
That appeal to universal standards of justice is what he shares with
Lincoln and Jaffa. If there are such universal standards of justice
rooted in human nature they shouldn't be peculiar to just the
Western tradition. One should be able to find them in non-Western
texts as well. So Anastaplo studies a diverse array of texts, beyond the
Western tradition, while still looking for that common theme.
Human nature and natural justice, however diversely expressed in
different traditions, may have the universality that he's looking for
which ties together what otherwise would seem a collection of
disparate studies that do not have any coherence.

Patner: You made an interesting comment at the APSA panel when
you talked about the current factionalization within Political Science
between "left" and "right." You said that unlike the "right," Anastaplo
takes these non-Western texts very seriously and tries to understand
them on their own terms; unlike the "left," he doesn't think that
these non-Western texts have to be glorified as multiculturalists do
but rather that they should be examined to see how they compare to
their Western counterparts. Stephen Vanderslice, I see that, a la
George Anastaplo, you have been making notes of our conversation.
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Vanderslice: Mr. Colmo, earlier, made a point that we need to go
back to for a moment. It seems to me that with George Anastaplo we
have a very balanced approach to things. We talked in our panel
yesterday about his daring intellectual work and we talked this
morning about his courageous political stances from time to time. It
is important to add that I know of no one who, by precept and
example, is a better teacher of moderation and self-discipline as
human being and as citizen for us as Americans. That is, he cautions
against falling in love with material luxuries on the one hand and
against engaging in political self-indulgence on the other. Thus
when he talks about the First Amendment he makes a distinction
betweenfreedom of speech, which is what the amendment refers to,
and what is now called freedom of expression. This freedom of
expression is a much broader term. Anastaplo believes that we have
stretched the First Amendment and in doing so have distorted it. His
view is that a sound freedom lies in some combination of liberty and
order, a proper mixing of these two things. So he is this daring
intellect, and yet the picture of moderation and prudence.

Patner: A lot of it seems to come back to the importance of close
reading and careful examination. George Anastaplo's work reminds
us that when we read the Constitution, we won't find the words

freedom of expression, nor will we find another phrase which is
thrown around by the United States Supreme Court and others:
separation of church and state. What we find instead are distinct
clauses relating to religion, speech, the press, etc. Christopher
Colmo, we have talked about tensions between liberty and equality,
between liberty and order. Do you want to expand on that?

Colmo: It's Anastaplo's concern that Americans use their freedom
to get the best out of themselves. We talked about what a hard
worker he is, almost a workaholic. That working is driven by a very
considerable ambition. I use this term with some trepidation be-
cause I know that the word ambition can have bad, even evil
connotations. Anastaplo thinks of ambition in terms of each of us
getting the best out of his or her self, being all that one can be as a
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human being. He would like to see us use our liberty-I think he sets
a kind of model for this through his own extraordinary personal
efforts-he would like to see each of us as citizens not only enjoy our
equality but also use our liberty to get the most out of our humanity.
I think that that's what makes him such an effective teacher, that he
brings to the classroom a sense of purpose. For example, reading the
classical texts or reading Shakespeare is not an idle exercise. I taught
Plato's Meno with him while he was at Rosary College. In his class,
reading a classical book is not an exercise in history or even literary
interpretation. It's an exercise in trying to raise one's mind to the
level of the best minds in the West, to expand one's horizons, to
strengthen one's own character and understanding.

Patner: A teacher, or perhaps the teacher, who pioneered all this
was Socrates. Laurence Berns, in your talk yesterday, you alluded to
George Anastaplo's essay on the Apology of Socrates, which ap-
peared initially as an essay in Ancients and Moderns, the Leo Strauss
festschrift, and thereafter in Anastaplo's collection, Human Being
and Citizen.

Berns: Socrates was on his mind not only as a subject of his
scholarship but also as a model for his actions. A group of us made
a date to have supper with him at International House, on the
University of Chicago campus, after his big January, 1951 interview
with the Committee on Character and Fitness. I still remember that
when we walked in the cafeteria line in that occasion he turned to us
and said, "I now know something about Socrates that you fellows do
not." Being forced by your principles to oppose the political institu-
tions of a community that you have devoted yourself to strengthening
and preserving, including by military service, had become for him
something that was no longer only a subject of scholarly study. It had
become part of his life. I think it's important also that classical
principles play a role in his understanding of freedom. Freedom is
not license. Freedom, if it is true freedom, demands self-mastery.
The ancients did make much of virtues such as moderation and
prudence. You have to think hard about justice as well. It also means
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that courage has to come into play. Above all you have to exert
yourself as much as you can to understand what it is that you are
trying to do. This means you have to be aware of the kinds of passions
that interfere with the clearest possible understanding. I think that's
something that a lot of people do not appreciate about George's
work. He is very sensitive to the kinds of passions that keep people
from seeing what is right there to be seen in front of them.

Murley: I would like to emphasize again that Anastaplo's scholarly
work is accessible to the widest audiences because of its clarity and
lack of jargon. He also is a very generous writer who does not engage
in put-downs of anyone else's work but rather takes what is best from
it. All of us here today, with the exception of Professor Berns, first
came to see Anastaplo in the classroom. The classroom experience
of Anastaplo is unique. He has the rare ability to make issues come
alive in his classroom so that students may see the importance of
them. That famous irregular seminar that he conducted for many
years at the University of Chicago ought to be commented upon.

Arnhart: I was a graduate student at the University of Chicago and
during that time, certainly six or seven years, there was a group of us,
varying from a dozen to a couple dozen, who met regularly with him
in the library. We would read texts, prepare papers to discuss, and
do a variety of things that we couldn't do in our regular classrooms.
He was the best professor I had at the University of Chicago,
although he has never had a regular faculty appointment at the
University of Chicago. I think that should be said.

Patner: And, of course, he offered those seminars entirely without
compensation.

Arnhart: In his "free time." His Socratic independence not only
brought upon him the punishment of being denied admission to the
Illinois Bar but, it should also be said, it brought upon him the
punishment of never having a regular faculty position at the Univer-



George Anastaplo, Human Being and Citizen 17

sity of Chicago because he has not been acceptable to it.

Patner: It should be said as well that the dean of the Law School at
the University of Chicago offered no assistance to him whatsoever
throughout his struggles with the bar, even as he was bringing honor
both to the school and to the legal profession. When this dean
became president of the University of Chicago, he saw to it that, at
least while his court sat, Anastaplo would not have the benefit, or the
University (we should say) would not have the benefit, of Anastaplo's
joining its regular faculty. We have here a person who has been
educated by and who loves the University of Chicago, his real
intellectual home. It is a shame that the marriage that was called for
there was not perfected. Whoever's fault that was, it was certainly not
the fault of this distinguished panel. We are grateful for their
contributions here this morning and yesterday at the APSA Conven-
tion. I should add, before closing, that George Anastaplo is speaking
today at noon at the Chicago Cultural Center. His talk, "King David,
Favorite of God?," is in the First Friday Lecture Series presented
monthly by the adult education division of the University of Chicago.


