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I first met George in 1951, when he 
joined our staff at the University’s Indus-
trial Relations Center, headed by Pro-
fessor Robert K. Burns, PhD’42. I was 
working there as a project director de-
veloping a supervisory training program 
to be used by a number of industries. We 
worked under the direct supervision of 
Howard Johnson, AM’47, who later in 
his career served as president of MIT.

Our first project was to develop a 
training program for the New York 
Central Railroad consisting of 13 hour-
ly sessions wherein foremen could 
lead a discussion examining the free 
enterprise system. We had an eclectic 
group of economists, social scientists, 
and writers. We needed skilled writ-
ers who could break down complex 
economics and put together discussion 
materials in everyday language. We 
also had to train the foremen on how to 
lead discussion groups.

When George joined our group, he 
immediately went to work, polishing 
the language of our texts and taking on 
whatever other duties he was assigned. 
We later developed similar programs 
for other companies such as Corn Prod-
ucts and the J. L. Hudson Company.

I left the center in 1955, but George 
stayed on some time until moving to 
teaching. We stayed in touch through the 
years. I followed his career with interest, 
and, to paraphrase Sinatra, George “did 
it his way,” positively influencing the 
lives of many hundreds of young people. 
As I look back on his life and career, it is 
fitting to say, “a life well lived.”

Nicholas J. Melas, PhB’46,  
SB’48, MBA’50

Chicago

Brennan: not chief justice
Outstanding article about a very ex-
ceptional man, whom I know slightly 
and should have known better. How-
ever, there’s an error in the article: 
William Brennan was never the chief 
justice of the United States.

Alan L. Seltzer, PhD’72
Beltsville, Maryland

The delightful paean to the irascible 
octogenarian G eorge A nastaplo 
contained an editing error. Justice 
Black may have spoken to his colleague 
Justice Brennan about Anastaplo. 
However, William Brennan was never 
chief justice. 

Seymour J. Adler, AM’58
Twin Lakes, Wisconsin

That’s P-R-I-T-C-H-E-T-T
I found the piece by Richard Mertens 
on George Anastaplo to be both well 
balanced and well written. However, I 
did want to point out that Mr. Mertens 
misspelled the name (on page 44) of C. 
Hermann Pritchett, PhD’37, as “C. 
Hermann Pritchard.” A small thing 
but still off-putting. Professor Pritch-
ett, who died in 1995, was a former 
chair of the political-science depart-
ment and a distinguished member of 
the profession who served a term as 
president of the American Political 
Science Association, facts that could 
have been found (along with the cor-
rect spelling) by checking his Univer-
sity obituary on Google (under the 
right spelling, of course).

Donald B. Rosenthal, AM’60, PhD’64
Charlotte, North Carolina

More on Pritche! 
Excellent issue (Mar–Apr/12.) How-
ever, I found an unusual occurrence: 
a misspelling of the name of one of 
my favorite professors: C. Hermann 
Pritchett (page 44). 

Pritchett was an astute analyst of 
the record of the US Supreme Court 
and of the way that the mindsets of 
the individual justices influenced its 
decisions. I hope that, somewhere in 
eternity, Pritchett reads this article (I 
am sure he would forgive your mispel-
ling his name).

Craig Leman, AB’46
Corvallis, Oregon

Besides misspelling C. Hermann Pritch-
ett’s name and calling William Brennan 
a former chief justice, we also gave the 

wrong publication date of Andrew Patner’s 
(X’81) Chicago magazine article about 
George Anastaplo. The correct issue date is 
December 1982. We regret the errors.—Ed.

Mystery cover ...
The Mar–Apr/12 issue is great, and 
the packet of letters on the front cover 
is handsome and intriguing. Who is 
Vir   ginia Darrow? I read the article 
on Anastaplo twice to try to make the 
connection.

Diantha Horton
Roswell, Georgia

Ms. Horton and other readers intrigued 
by our cover can learn more about Mrs. 
Darrow in the letter below.—Ed.

... Explained
I was pleased and surprised to see my 
mother’s name (Virginia Darrow [Og-
gins]) on the Mar–Apr/12 cover. But 
I was also surprised that, apart from a 
caption on the contents page identifying 
her as U-High’44, AB’48, AM’55, there 
was no further mention of her in the sto-
ry on George Anastaplo, who wrote her 
the 1948 letter shown on the cover. I am 
therefore writing with a brief résumé of 
her subsequent life to, in a sense, round 
out the picture. 

Eight years after the letter’s post-
mark, my mother married my father, 
Robin Oggins, AB’52, AB’58, AM’59, 
PhD’67. My two sisters and I were 
born while my parents lived in married-
student housing. In 1962 my father was 
hired to teach medieval history at Har-
pur College, subsequently the State 
University of New York, Binghamton, 

The delightful paean 
to the irascible 
octogenarian contained 
an editing error.
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and we moved to Vestal, New York, 
where, except for two years when we 
lived in London, my parents have lived 
ever since. 

My mother taught nursery school for 
a time; edited issues of the journals Me-
diaevalia and Acta; coedited, with Paul 
Szarmach, Sources of Anglo-Saxon Cul-
ture; published four scholarly articles 
of her own; and contributed greatly, 
both in research and in editing, to my 
father’s work. She has always been a 
dedicated and passionate lover of the 
environment, serving for two decades 
on the Vestal Conservation Advisory 
Commission and the Broome County 
Environmental Management Council. 
In 2009 the Susquehanna Group of the 
Sierra Club presented her with its fifth 
Lynda Spickard Environmental Award 
for her environmental contributions. 

As is true for her friend George Ana-
staplo, she has lived “a life of principle 
as far as [she] understood it.” She, and 
my father, can be reached at roqqins@
binqhamton.edu. 

Cy R. Oggins, AB’82
Sacramento, California

In addition to Mr. Oggins’s update on his 
mother’s life and work, Mr. Anastaplo 
notes that Virginia Oggins was cleaning 
out her home and offered to return his 
long-ago correspondence, which explains 
why the packet of letters was on his desk 
when our photographer visited.—Ed.

Sharp memory
Re: “One Door Closes,” your profile 
of George Anastaplo. I was surprised 
to see no mention of his mentor and 
defender, U of C Law School profes-
sor Malcolm Sharp. A previous article 
about Anastaplo (Chicago magazine 
1982, by Andrew Patner, X’81) notes 
that among the very few of the Law 
School’s faculty to support him, “Mal-
colm P. Sharp was to become his stron-
gest advocate and the two formed 
a close friendship that lasted until 
Sharp’s death at 83 in 1980.” It was Pro-
fessor Sharp who assisted Anastaplo to 

file his noted appeal in 1953. Sharp was 
remembered by his colleagues in trib-
utes after his retirement for his long 
years of “deep concern” with Anastap-
lo’s case (see Harry Kalven, AB’35, 
JD’38, University of Chicago Law Re-
view, Winter 1966).

I became acquainted with Professor 
Sharp’s history and accomplishments 
when I was researching my father’s 
tribulations as a graduate student at 
the U of C. A young Army Air Corps 

veteran, he was trying to support his 
family by working at the Argonne 
National Laboratory. When, in 1947, 
President Truman’s Loyalty and Se-
curity Program was implemented, 
my father was charged by the Atomic 
Energy Commission with being “an 
ideological communist,” though never 
a Communist Party member. Because 
of his local union leadership, my father 
was also charged of associating with 
people who were reputed to be com-
munists, employed by the union at 
the national level. These charges (of 
thinking and of indirect association) 
threatened not only to end his employ-
ment at Argonne but also his and his 
family’s reputation and future liveli-
hood. It was Professor Sharp who 
defended him (successfully) in a dra-
matic but secret hearing in June 1948. 

It was Professor Sharp 
who defended him in a 
dramatic but secret 
hearing in June 1948.

Sharp helped a few Chicagoans navigate post–WW II communism charges.  
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